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The Economic
Impact of Arts &
Culture in the
City of Phoenix

+ Of the recorded 6.1 million arts
and culture attendees, 60% live
outside of Maricopa County.

+ Those residing outside of the
county spent $45 dollars on
average, nearly twice as much as
resident attendees spent on
event-related costs beyond the
price of admission.

Organizations spent $133
million for operations in 2005
(@ 52% increase from the 2001
study).

+ Audiences spent $228 million
in event-related costs, such
as meals, lodging, clothing, etc.
(@ 32% increase from the 2001
study).

* The City of Phoenix invests just
under $1 million in direct grant
support to arts and culture
organizations, which support
leverages spending by organiza-
tions and audiences that returns
$17 million in local government
tax revenue

Source: Arts & Economic Prosperity Il
compiled by the Americans for the Arts.
You can download the report, courtesy of
the Phoenix Office of Arts and Culture, at
http://phoenix.gov/ARTS/aep3.pdf.
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Do Museums Matter?

Gregory Sale, Visual Arts Director,
Arizona Commission on the Arts

While talking to museum curators, I
expected to hear museum staff bemoan the
declining attendance over the summer
months—a common issue and national
trend. And with some institutions, typical-
ly those that depend on tourists and winter
visitors, this cause celebre was indeed men-
tioned. However, overall I heard a new
buzz: beyond the tried-and-true strategies.
I heard thoughtful observations about new
approaches to encourage individual and
community participation.

Institutions across the state are responding
to the summer needs of families by provid-
ing engaging events—such as summer art
school and fun, educational opportunities
for children. For example, in Wickenburg,
children participating in Camp Imagination

artake in visual arts activities at Desert
Caballeros Western Museum and perform-
ing activities through the Del E. Webb
Center for the Performing Arts. There also
is the Visual Melodies family exhibition at the
ASU Art Museum in Tempe. Marilyn
Zeitlin, Director, notes, “Visual Melodies
invites kids and parents to make noise and
learn about music and how it has been influ-
ential in visual art. The annual Family Day
usually attracts about 1,700 to 2,000 peo-
ple. We also entice the audience with inter-
active works, such as The Grove by Sean

Dufty.”

Summer activities that thoughtfully provide
meaningful programs for specific groups or
communities of practice hearten me.
Through their education department, the
Tucson Museum of Art serves more than 800
teachers by providing a summer Tucson
Teacher Training program. Similarly, the
Arizona Biennial ‘O7 includes 53 Arizona
artists. Just weeks ago, I witnessed these
artists turn out en masse at the opening with
family, friends and very enthusiastic museum

continued on page 2




Arizona Museums
and Resources

The Amerind Foundation, A Museum
of Native American Archaeology,
Art, History, and Culture
www.amerind.org

Arizona Historical Society
www.azhs.gov

ASU Art Museum
http://asuartmuseum.asu.edu

American Association of Museums
WWW.aam-Us.org

Bishee Mining and Historical Museum
www.hisheemuseum.org

Center for Creative Photography
www.creativephotography.org

Central Arizona Museum Association
WWW.azcama.com

Desert Caballeros Western Museum
WWW.westernmuseum.org

The Heard Museum
www.heard.org

Institute of Museum and Library Sciences
www.imls.gov

Museum Association of Arizona
WWW.azmusuems.org

Museum of Contemporary Art
Www.moca-tucson.org

Museum of Northern Arizona
WWW.musnaz.org

Phoenix Art Museum
www.phxart.org

San Carlos Apache Cultural Center
www.sancarlosapache.com/San_
Carlos_Culture_Center.htm

Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art
WWW.SMoca.org

Smoki Museum
www.smokimuseum.org

Sharlot Hall Museum
http://sharlot.org/index.shtml

Taliesin West
www.franklloydwright.org

Tucson Association of Museums
WWW.tuCSonmuseums.org

Tucson Museum of Art and Historic Block
www. TucsonMuseumofArt.org

West Valley Art Museum
WWW.Wvam.org

The Director’s Column

Can you remember the first time you visited
a museum? My first visit was when I was
about 8 years old. My grandmother took me
to the Virginia Museum of Art, an imposing
Georgian style building whose entrance is at
the top of a staircase. With my hand in hers,
we walked up to the double doors and
entered the museum. I can still remember
the Greek sculptures made from marble, lit
by pin spots from above. The disembodied
heads of Greek gods and soldiers appeared
to float in the dimly lit room. I also recall the
beauty of the Faberge collection of gold and
bejeweled decorative eggs, flowers, and
boxes—quite a spectacle for an 8-year-old
kid. Most of all, I remember the time with
my grandmother and the adventure of being
together in this new place.

Summer in Arizona is hot, as everyone
knows. But did you know that most
museums are kept at a temperature of
around 68 degrees? More importantly,
though, museums are wonderful gathering
places for the young and old. They celebrate
our cultures and histories through great
works of art and objects. Consider them a
place to expand a young person’s mind, a
great place for a date, a walk and a talk, or
just a place to meet for lunch and a dash

through the gift shop.

Robert C. Booker
Executive Director
Arizona Commission on the Arts

Do Museums Matter? continued

continued from page 1

members. Robert Knight of the Tucson
Museum of Art says that, “The Biennial is
always large, diverse, and drives our atten-
dance during the summer.”

Joe Baker of the Heard Museum reports that
attendance has dropped in museums across
the nation. To entice new audiences to the
Heard, they are piloting two new programs:
=
a film series in the small theater and an early
bird, free coffee and tour before the muse-
[13 . 3 » . .

um off1c1ally opens. From his perspective
as a curator, Baker relished the summer visi-
tor who experiences the museum in a
leisurely, more in-depth way.

Summer often becomes a time to regroup
and examine some of the reasons that pro-

gramming has shifted or to develop strate-
gies to reinvigorate. I recently attended a
focus group organized by the Scottsdale
Museum of Contemporary Art that sought
community feedback on ways to enhance
participation.

I find that institutions are asking the tough
questions: What has drawing power? What
accounts for a spike or decline in visitors?
Who is interested and available? How do we
entice them? And how do we make it a
rewarding experience that will encourage
ongoing participation?

I am convinced that Arizona museums
acknowledge and embrace the summer
months. But naturally, for some it is cher-
ished down time, a time to regroup.




Faces in the Arts

Tell us about yourself and/or your background.

Tell us about yourself and/or your background.

Erin V. Sotak (Scottsdale, AZ)

Briefly describe
the nature of

your project.

Briefly describe the nature of the project you are

workmg on now. Scott Ellegood (Tucson, AZ)

Photo Credit: Charles Overmyer

Calendar

Arizona Commission on the
Arts Listening Sessions/ACA
Resources Workshops for
Artists, Arts Administrators,
and Educators

July 26 Phoenix*

Aug 2 Tucson*

Aug 24 Flagstaff*
TBA Scottsdale
Aug 17 Oro Valley
Sept 7 Bisbee*

TBA Bullhead City/

Lake Havasu

All workshops begin at 5:30pm.
For precise locations, addresses,
and information about parking,
please visit www.azarts.gov/
calendar.htm

* At these meetings, mini-work-
shops entitled Individual Artists:
A Conversation About
Supporting Your Work will also
be presented, led by Visual Arts
Director Gregory Sale and
Avrizona artists from diverse
disciplines.

September 20, 2007
Deadline to submit applications
for Artist Projects Grant. To
apply, visit www.azarts.gov/
aguide/artist_projects.htm.

"There is no high or

low or good or bad

art, but different kinds
qf art to satisjj/ the
aesthetic needs (yf all."

—Sol LeWitt
(1928 - 2007)

Correction: In our last issue, we
mistakenly attributed the quote,
"Dance, even if you have nowhere to
do it but your living room," to Kurt
Vonnegut. A kind Bulletin reader
pointed out to us that the quote is, in
fact, from Chicago Tribune columnist
Mary Schmich.




Governor Napolitano Receives 2007 Arts Leadership Award

Americans for the Arts and The United
States Conference of Mayors presented
Arizona Governor Janet Napolitano with
the 2007 National Award for State Arts
Leadership at the 75th Annual U.S.
Conference of Mayors on Sunday, June 24,
in Los Angeles. The award honors an elect-
ed official who has demonstrated outstand-
ing leadership in the advancement of the
arts on the state level.

"We honor Governor Napolitano for her
unwavering support for the arts and for
making significant and lasting improve-
ments to the arts landscape in the
Southwest," said Robert L. Lynch, presi-
dent and CEO of Americans for the Arts.
"Governor Napolitano has helped make the
arts even more accessible in Arizona com-
munities."

"Every year, the U.S. Conference of
Mayors recognizes the efforts of those who
believe as much as we do, that the arts are
the heart of our society. Arts and culture
help shape a city's quality of life, but may-

ors also understand the connection

Robert C. Booker, Virginia Cardenas, and

Governor Janet Napolitano

between the arts and business and the arts'
impact on the local economy," said Tom
Cochran, Executive Director of the U.S.
Conference of Mayors.

For the full story, visit our website at
www.azarts.gov/releases.

Governor Approves
Budget Increase for
Arts Learning

Governor Napolitano signed off
on the two-year budget, assign-
ing an increase of $200,000 to
the Arts Commission for grants
to support statewide arts learn-
ing programs, teaching artists in
schools and after school pro-
grams, and new partnerships
between arts organizations and
schools in their neighborhoods.

Grant Awards Increase
for 2007 — 2008

The Arts Commission is pleased
to announce that in FY 2008, all
Arts Commission grant fund cat-
egories were increased by 17%
through the ArtShare
Endowment interest and funding
from the National Endowment
for the Arts.
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